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December 30, 2020 

 

VIA EMAIL 

davidreyes@cityofpasadena.net, 

jdriver@cityofpasadena.net,  

AND U.S. MAIL 

David Reyes, Director 

Jennifer Driver, Planner 

Planning and Community Development 

City of Pasadena  

175 N. Garfield Avenue 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

VIA EMAIL lrocha@cityofpasadena.net  

AND U.S. MAIL 

Luis Rocha, Zoning Administrator 

Planning and Community Development 

City of Pasadena 

175 N. Garfield Avenue 

Pasadena, CA 91101 

 

 

Re:  HDP #6837 – 801 S. San Rafael Ave. (Former Van de Kamp Residence) 

 

Dear Director Reyes, Ms. Driver and Mr. Rocha:  

 

This firm and the undersigned have been engaged to represent the owner of 815 S. 

San Rafael Ave.  We are writing to request continuance of the hearing set for January 6, 

2021, so that we may have a reasonable amount of time to (1) obtain and review public 

records we have requested and are due from the City of Pasadena, and (2) engage dust 

and vibration experts to ensure protection for our client’s rare and fragile model train 

collection that is highly susceptible to damage from dust and vibration.    

 

Our client’s home is adjacent to the former Van de Kamp residence at 801 S. San 

Rafael Ave. (the “Subject Property”).  The Developer of the Subject Property has filed an 

application for a Hillside Development Permit (“HDP”) to build three more accessory 

structures and demolish certain structures, including 70% of the existing guest house 

(which the Developer labels a “Playroom”).  The proposed work entails significant 

excavation, demolition, and construction within approximately 20 feet of a room in our 

client’s house that contains a museum quality, world class, irreplaceable model train 

collection.  The proposed work poses potential significant risk to this property, which risk 

we are in the process of evaluating.   
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The illustration below shows the short distance between our client’s “train room” 

and the proposed demolition and construction at the Subject Property.  The train room is 

marked in green.    

 

 

 
 

 

The hearing on this HDP was originally scheduled for December 16, 2020.  Our 

client asked for a 30-day postponement to give her time to retain land use counsel.  The 

hearing was continued by 21 days and is now set for January 6, 2021.  Of the 21-day 

extension 11 of those days were holidays and weekend days when, even with many 

people working from home, it has been difficult to communicate.  For the reasons stated 

below, we request a further continuance to provide us fair opportunity to participate at the 

public hearing and protect our client’s interests. 
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I. CONTINUANCE IS NEEDED TO ALLOW ACCESS TO RECORDS 

CRITICAL TO THE PROTECTION OF OUR CLIENT’S INTERESTS, 

WHICH RECORDS HAVE BEEN REQUESTED, BUT NOT PRODUCED. 

 

On December 18, 2020, pursuant to the California Public Records Act, we filed 

our request for records with the City of Pasadena.  A copy of the request is attached 

hereto as Exhibit 1.   

 

The request seeks records that we need in order to more comprehensively and 

meaningfully participate in the upcoming hearing.  As of the writing of this letter, the 

City has not responded to our request.  As a result, the currently set January 6, 2021, 

hearing date should be continued to a date after we have received, and had adequate time 

to review, the requested documents. 

 

In addition, our client, on her own, submitted several public records requests that 

have been answered with non-responsive and incomplete information.  Failing these 

attempts to get more information, she has unsuccessfully asked for copies of plans, 

application materials and other public record information concerning the proposed work 

so that she can begin to identify what other experts and advisors she needs in order to 

protect her interests.  Particularly troubling and disabling, is the City’s inability (or 

unwillingness) to provide information about the proposed demolition of 70% of the 

existing guest house whose 15-foot gabled roof end sits less than 10 feet from the 

property line with construction of some sort of open-ended structure in its place.   

 

The California Supreme Court has stated:  “Implicit in the democratic process is 

the notion that government should be accountable for its actions.  In order to verify 

accountability, individuals must have access to government files.”  CBS, Inc. v. Block 

(1986) 42 Cal.3d 646, 651.  It has been held that “the whole purpose of the CPRA is to 

shed public light on the activities of our governmental entities. . ..”  Fairley v. Superior 

Court (1998) 66 Cal.App.4th 1414, 1422.  Where, as here, the City is considering the 

proposed Project for a discretionary Hillside Development Permit, these precepts apply to 

require full disclosure of the requested records prior to hearing.    

 

The requested information is required for us to assess whether the Project meets 

the requirements for a Hillside Development Permit (Municipal Code §§ 17.61.050 and 

17.29.080) and, if so, what conditions of approval are needed to protect our client’s home 

and property.  Because the documents requested from the City relate to critical issues 

concerning the proposed work, its potential impacts on immediately adjacent property 



Planning and Community Development 

City of Pasadena  

December 30, 2020 

Page 4 

 

 

and the City’s impending consideration of the requested HDP, we ask that no hearing be 

held until the requested documents have been produced to us.   

 

II. CONTINUANCE IS NEEDED TO ENGAGE A DUST AND VIBRATION 

EXPERT TO PROTECT OUR CLIENT’S EXTREMELY RARE AND 

FRAGILE MODEL TRAIN COLLECTION. 

 

The proposed work is set in highly unusual circumstances.  Specifically, our client 

owns a museum quality, world class, extremely fragile, valuable and irreplaceable model 

train collection.  The collection (referred to as the “DeWitt Collection”) is not a mere “set 

of valuables”.  It is housed in a specially designed, fully enclosed, climate-controlled 

room.  This “train room” is only 14 feet from the property line our client shares with the 

former Van de Kamp property and only about 20 feet from the Subject Property’s 

existing guest house (aka “playroom”).  The DeWitt Collection was fifty years in the 

making and has always been housed in this “train room.”  The train room contains 2,250 

(two thousand two hundred fifty) liner feet of tracks filled with one of a kind HO scale, 

custom painted and weathered brass model trains.  Below, we have included a photo of a 

part of the room and illustrative close-up of several models.   
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The models that make up the collection are extremely fragile.  Moving the 

collection to another location would require hundreds of hours of labor by persons with 

specialized skill, as would putting them back.  Should models be shaken off their tracks, 

replacing the models on the tracks is a painstaking and exacting process.  Even then, 

many models will inevitably be damaged and devalued.  Hence, back in April 2020, our 

client gave the developer a tour of the train room, advised her of the collection’s 

sensitivity to dust and vibration and specifically asked for plenty of advance warning of 

any planned dust-generating or concussive work.     

 

We are concerned that potential dust and vibration caused by demolition, 

excavation and construction activities will damage the DeWitt Collection.  The proximity 

of the proposed work to the Collection and the scope of the work are particularly 

concerning.  Currently, there is an 840 square foot guest house (referred to by the 

developer as a “playroom”) located just behind the main Van de Kamp house and near 

the shared property line.  It is a converted garage with, we believe, a three-to-four-inch 

concrete slab foundation.  As part of its proposed HDP work, the developer plans to 

demolish 70% of the guest house (all but one façade and stubs of two walls to hold it up), 

and a covered concrete walkway that leads to the main house and then build a new 

accessory structure in its place.  The existing guest house and walkway are located only a 

short distance from our client’s train room.   

 

We are in the process of engaging a dust and vibration expert to evaluate how the 

proposed demolition, excavation and construction work could adversely impact the train 

room and trains and how those effects can be prevented and mitigated.  However, we 

need more time to engage the expert and for their review.  The fact that the hearing was 

set during the holiday season has complicated efforts in this regard.   

 

III. CONCLUSION. 

 

Under the circumstances, where the hearing was set during the holidays, where our 

client is an abutting neighbor of the proposed work, where we have requested public 

documents but have not yet received them, and where truly unusual circumstances are 

presented requiring special attention and consideration in order to protect museum quality 

valuable and sensitive property, the requested continuance is reasonable and necessary.  

Specifically, we are requesting that the City allow us the time to receive and review 

documents requested from the City and to obtain the opinion of a dust and vibration 

expert which is necessary to fairly evaluate the proposed HDP and to protect our client’s 

property and to do so prior to hearing on the developer’s HDP application.    
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Thank you for your attention to this continuance request.  

 

Very truly yours, 

 

/s/ Robert P. Silverstein 

ROBERT P. SILVERSTEIN 

 FOR 

THE SILVERSTEIN LAW FIRM, APC 

RPS:vl 



The Silverstein Law Firm 

December 30, 2020 
HDP #6837 – 801 S. San Rafael Ave. (Former Van de Kamp Residence) 

EXHIBIT 1 



THE SILVERSTEIN LAW FIRM 215 NORTH MARENGO AVENUE, 3RD FLOOR 
PASADENA, CALIFORNIA  91101-1504 

PHONE: (626) 449-4200   FAX: (626) 449-4205 

ROBERT@ROBERTSILVERSTEINLAW.COM 
WWW.ROBERTSILVERSTEINLAW.COM 

A Professional Corporation 

 
 
 
December 18, 2020 

VIA EMAIL davidreyes@cityofpasadena.net; 
mjomsky@cityofpasadena.net 
David Reyes, Director of Planning & Community Development 
Mark Jomsky, City Clerk 
City of Pasadena 
Pasadena City Hall 
100 North Garfield Ave. 
Pasadena, CA 91101 
 

Re:  California Public Records Act Request 
 

Dear Mr. Reyes & Mr. Jomsky: 
 
This request is made under the California Public Records Act pursuant to 

Government Code § 6250, et seq.  Please provide copies of the following from the City 
(as “City” is defined below). 

 
For ease of reference in this document, please refer to the following defined 

terms: 
 
The “City” shall refer to the City of Pasadena, its City Council, the Mayor and all 
members of the City Council, all members, officials, employees, consultants, and 
agents of the City commissions, boards, offices, departments, divisions, the City 
Attorney’s office and any and all outside counsel retained by the City, for your 
respective office, division, or Department.   
 
“Projects” shall refer collectively to the San Rafael Project, the 1155 Linda Vista 
Project, the Oak Knoll Terrace Project, the 1350 Linda Vista Project, the 
Woodland Road Project, the Linda Ridge Road Project, the Lancashire Place 
Project, and Other Rachlin Projects, as each is defined below.  
 

“San Rafael Project” shall refer to any aspect of the planning, design, 
development, entitlement, permitting, approvals, demolition, construction, 
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addition to, conversion, and/or modification of any existing, proposed or 
under construction structure, landscaping, driveway, or walkway at 801 S. 
San Rafael Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91105. 
 
“1155 Linda Vista Project” shall refer to any aspect of the planning, design, 
development, entitlement, permitting, approvals, demolition, construction, 
addition to, conversion, and/or modification of any existing, proposed or 
under construction structure, landscaping, driveway, or walkway at 1155 
Linda Vista Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91103. 
 
“Oak Knoll Terrace Project” shall refer to any aspect of the planning, 
design, development, entitlement, permitting, approvals, demolition, 
construction, addition to, conversion, and/or modification of any existing, 
proposed or under construction structure, landscaping, driveway, or 
walkway at 8 Oak Knoll Terrace, Pasadena, CA 91106.  
 
“1350 Linda Vista Project” shall refer to any aspect of the planning, design, 
development, entitlement, permitting, approvals, demolition, construction, 
addition to, conversion, and/or modification of any existing, proposed or 
under construction structure, landscaping, driveway, or walkway at 1350 
Linda Vista Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91103. 
 
“Woodland Road Project” shall refer to any aspect of the planning, design, 
development, entitlement, permitting, approvals, demolition, construction, 
addition to, conversion, and/or modification of any existing, proposed or 
under construction structure, landscaping, driveway, or walkway at 561 
Woodland Road, Pasadena, CA 91106. 
 
“Linda Ridge Road Project” shall refer to any aspect of the planning, 
design, development, entitlement, permitting, approvals, demolition, 
construction, addition to, conversion, and/or modification of any existing, 
proposed or under construction structure, landscaping, driveway, or 
walkway at 1460 Linda Ridge Road, Pasadena, CA 91103. 
 
“Lancashire Place Project” shall refer to any aspect of the planning, design, 
development, entitlement, permitting, approvals, demolition, construction, 
addition to, conversion, and/or modification of any existing, proposed or 
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under construction structure, landscaping, driveway, or walkway at 1535 
Lancashire Place, Pasadena, CA 91105. 
 
“Other Rachlin Projects” shall refer to any aspect of the planning, design, 
development, entitlement, permitting, approvals, demolition, construction, 
addition to, conversion, and/or modification of any existing, proposed or 
under construction structure, landscaping, driveway, or walkway at each 
other property located in the City of Pasadena, with respect to which 
Deborah Rachlin Ross (aka Deborah Rachlin or Deborah Ross), Rodney 
Ross, Michael Rachlin, and/or Rachlin Partners was (a) an applicant for a 
permit, (b) the owner of a permit, (c) the assignee of a permit application, 
(d) the assignee of a permit, and/or (e) or (as disclosed on any Submission 
Materials, Notes or Documents) an owner, officer or member of a 
corporation, limited liability company, partnership, sole proprietorship, or 
other entity that is an (i) an applicant for a permit, (ii) the owner of a 
permit, (iii) the assignee of a permit application, and/or (iv) the assignee of 
a permit.   
 

“Email” includes, but is not limited to, correspondence to or from any email 
account through which any City business is being conducted, including but not 
limited to email accounts assigned by the City’s Department of Information 
Technology to City officials, employees or consultants, and consistent with City of 
San Jose v. Superior Court of Santa Clara County, each and every personal email 
account outside the City’s email system upon which any City business has been 
conducted. 
 
“Text messages” includes, but is not limited to, correspondence to or from any 
communications device of the City or a City official, employee or consultant’s 
personal communications device over which text messages may have been sent or 
received and stored which are City business. 
 
“Correspondence” includes, all written letters, memoranda, Email, Text messages 
and other communication.  
 
“Notes” includes, but is not limited to, all handwritten or electronic notes, 
comments, conditions, summaries, reviews, checks, rechecks, inspection results, 
inspection notes, inspection corrections, inspection summaries, pending inspection 
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notes, completed inspection notes, staff notes, planner notes, staff reports, outside 
consultant reports, case summaries, case people summaries, plan and pre-
development plan review summaries, plan review comments, plan review 
conditions, project summaries, attached documents, appendices, exhibits, 
applications, permits, initial reviews, plan review conditions, plan check reviews, 
dispositions, conditions, corrections, checklists, memoranda, code compliance 
complaints, notices of violation(s), stop orders, agenda items, agenda statements, 
reports and/or studies prepared or maintained by any City employee, consultant, 
contractor, or agent, regardless of the authorship thereof or ownership of the media 
on which it is stored.   
 
“Project Materials” includes, but is not limited to, all cover sheets, applications, 
supplemental applications (including but not limited to each supplemental 
applications for Hillside Development Permit), master applications, supplements 
(including but not limited to environmental assessment supplements to the master 
application forms), amendments, attachments, appendices, exhibits, assignments, 
plans (including but not limited to site plans, floor plans, foundation plans, 
landscape plans, and grading plans), elevations, elevation sections, calculations 
(including but not limited to square footage, floor areas, gross floor areas, net floor 
areas, and floor area ratios), specifications, plans and specifications, corrections, 
surveys (including but not limited to property line surveys and topographic 
surveys), maps, project descriptions and other descriptions, scopes of work in 
narrative form, covenants, covenant and agreements, CEQA documents, traffic 
studies, tree inventories, reports including but not limited to geotechnical reports, 
arborist reports, hydrology reports, and soils reports), disclosures pursuant to the 
City of Pasadena Taxpayer Protection Act, Pasadena City Charter, Article XVII, 
notification packet materials and affidavits, ownership verifications, grant deeds, 
photographs, analyses (including but not limited to visual analyses, constraints 
analyses), materials, descriptions (including but not limited to project descriptions, 
property descriptions, existing and proposed structure usage descriptions), 
development schedules, requests for appeal and all other materials of a nature that 
is similar to any of the foregoing, in each case regardless of the authorship thereof 
or ownership of the media on which it is stored.  
 
“Exchanged between” shall mean the passing of a Document from one person to 
another by any means of transmission or delivery. 
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“Document,” as defined in Govt. Code § 6252(g), shall mean any handwriting, 
typewriting, printing, photostating, photographing, photocopying, transmitting by 
electronic mail, message texting or facsimile, and every other means of fixing in a 
tangible medium any form of expression or communication or representation, 
including letters, words, pictures, sounds, or symbols, or combinations thereof, 
and any record thereby created, regardless of the manner in which the record has 
been stored.  
 
Please note that Correspondence, Documents and Emails includes, but is not 

limited to, correspondence to or from any email account through which any public 
business is conducted, including but not limited to personal or otherwise private email 
accounts belonging to government officials, employees or consultants, pursuant to the 
California Supreme Court’s recent decision in City of San Jose v. Superior Court (2017) 
2 Cal.5th 608.  This also includes text messages on any public or private device on which 
discussions and other public matters was discussed.  Please ensure that you have 
secured and produced all such personal or otherwise private emails and texts.  
Therefore, we are also requesting that all relevant officials, employees and agents 
preserve intact under a litigation hold all such “personal” and official emails and text 
messages, and not to destroy, delete, allow to be automatically purged, or otherwise to 
engage in or permit spoliation of such evidence.  To the extent that such emails or texts 
have been deleted, purged or otherwise spoliated, we demand that the holders of these 
devices immediately be informed that they must take all efforts to retrieve any deleted or 
otherwise purged emails and texts, and make all efforts to retrieve and preserve them.  
Please confirm that you will do so. 

 
The public records requests include: 
 
(1) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents from 

January 1, 2019 through the date of your compliance with this request 
which refer or relate to the San Rafael Project, or are communications 
referring or relating to the San Rafael Project, including but not limited to 
Correspondence exchanged within the Planning and Community 
Development Department, and Correspondence exchanged between (a) any 
member of Planning and Community Development Department or 
consultant, contractor or agent thereof, on the one hand, and (b) Deborah 
Rachlin Ross (aka Deborah Rachlin or Deborah Ross), Rodney Ross, 
Michael Rachlin, Rachlin Partners, and/or This Old House LLC (aka This 
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Old House), and/or any member, employee, consultant, contractor or agent 
of any of the foregoing, on the other hand. 
 

(2) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents from 
January 1, 2017, through the date of your compliance with this request 
which refer or relate to the 1155 Linda Vista Project, or are 
communications referring or relating to the 1155 Linda Vista Project, 
including but not limited to Correspondence exchanged within the Planning 
and Community Development Department, and Correspondence between or 
including (a) any member of Planning and Community Development 
Department or consultant, contractor or agent thereof, on the one hand, and 
(b) Deborah Rachlin Ross (aka Deborah Rachlin or Deborah Ross), Rodney 
Ross, Michael Rachlin, and/or Rachlin Partners, and/or any member, 
employee, consultant, contractor or agent of any of the foregoing, on the 
other hand; 
 

(3) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents from 
January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2013 which refer or relate to the 
Oak Knoll Terrace Project, or are communications referring or relating to 
the Oak Knoll Terrace Project including but not limited to Correspondence 
exchanged within the Planning and Community Development Department, 
and Correspondence exchanged between or including (a) any member of 
Planning and Community Development Department or consultant, 
contractor or agent thereof, on the one hand, and (b) any of the owners of 8 
Oak Knoll Terrace, Deborah Rachlin Ross (aka Deborah Rachlin or 
Deborah Ross), Rodney Ross, Michael Rachlin, and/or Rachlin Partners, 
and/or any member, employee, consultant, contractor or agent of any of the 
foregoing, on the other hand. 
 

(4) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents from 
January 1, 1990 through December 31, 1997 which refer or relate to the 
1350 Linda Vista Project, or are communications referring or relating to the 
1350 Linda Vista Project including but not limited to Correspondence 
exchanged within the Planning and Community Development Department, 
and Correspondence exchanged between or including (a) any member of 
Planning and Community Development Department or consultant, 
contractor or agent thereof, on the one hand, and (b) any of the owners of 
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1350 Linda Vista Avenue, Deborah Rachlin Ross (aka Deborah Rachlin or 
Deborah Ross), Rodney Ross, Michael Rachlin, and/or Rachlin Partners 
and/or any member, employee, consultant, contractor or agent of any of the 
foregoing, on the other hand. 
 

(5) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents from 
January 1, 2005 through December 31, 2011, which refer or relate to the 
Woodland Road Project, or are communications referring or relating to the 
Woodland Road Project including but not limited to Correspondence 
exchanged within the Planning and Community Development Department, 
and Correspondence exchanged between or including (a) any member of 
Planning and Community Development Department or consultant, 
contractor or agent thereof, on the one hand, and (b) any of the owners of 
561 Woodland Road, Deborah Rachlin Ross (aka Deborah Rachlin or 
Deborah Ross), Rodney Ross, Michael Rachlin, and/or Rachlin Partners, 
and/or any member, employee, consultant, contractor or agent of any of the 
foregoing, on the other hand.  
 

(6) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents from 
January 1, 2000 through December 31, 2007, which refer or relate to the 
Linda Ridge Road Project, or are communications referring or relating to 
the Linda Ridge Road Project including but not limited to Correspondence 
exchanged within the Planning and Community Development Department, 
and Correspondence exchanged between or including (a) any member of 
Planning and Community Development Department or consultant, 
contractor or agent thereof, on the one hand, and (b) any of the owners of 
1460 Linda Ridge Road, Deborah Rachlin Ross (aka Deborah Rachlin or 
Deborah Ross), Rodney Ross, Michael Rachlin, Rachlin Partners, and/or 
any member, employee, consultant, contractor or agent of any of the 
foregoing, on the other hand. 
  

(7) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents which 
refer or relate to the Lancashire Place Project and were exchanged between 
(a) any member of Planning and Community Development Department or 
consultant, contractor or agent thereof, on the one hand, and (b) Deborah 
Rachlin Ross (aka Deborah Rachlin or Deborah Ross), Rodney Ross, 
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Michael Rachlin, Rachlin Partners, and/or any member, employee, 
consultant, contractor or agent of any of the foregoing, on the other hand. 
  

(8) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents which 
relate to any Other Projects and/or exchanged between (a) any member of 
Planning and Community Development Department or consultant, 
contractor or agent thereof, on the one hand, and (b) Deborah Rachlin Ross 
(aka Deborah Rachlin or Deborah Ross), Rodney Ross, Michael Rachlin, 
Rachlin Partners, and/or any member, employee, consultant, contractor or 
agent of any of the foregoing, on the other hand. 
 

(9) All Project Materials, Notes, Correspondence and other Documents from 
January 1, 2018 through the date of your compliance with this request, 
between the Planning and Community Development Department, on the 
one hand, and any other Department of the City of Pasadena, on the other 
hand, which refer or relate to the San Rafael Project. 
 

I draw your attention to Government Code § 6253.1, which requires a public 
agency to assist the public in making a focused and effective request by:  (1) identifying 
records and information responsive to the request; (2) describing the information 
technology and physical location of the records; and (3) providing suggestions for 
overcoming any practical basis for denying access to the records or information sought. 

 
If you determine that any information is exempt from disclosure, I ask that you 

reconsider that determination in view of Proposition 59 which amended the State 
Constitution to require that all exemptions be “narrowly construed.”  Proposition 59 may 
modify or overturn authorities on which the City has relied in the past. 

 
If you determine that any requested records are subject to a still-valid exemption, I 

request that you exercise its discretion to disclose some or all of the records 
notwithstanding the exemption and with respect to records containing both exempt and 
non-exempt content, you redact the exempt content and disclose the rest.  Should you 
deny any part of this request, you are required to provide a written response describing 
the legal authority on which you rely.  

 
Please be advised that Government Code § 6253(c) states in pertinent part that the 

agency “shall promptly notify the person making the request of the determination and 
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the reasons therefore.”  (Emphasis added.)  Section 6253(d) further states that nothing 
in this chapter “shall be construed to permit an agency to delay or obstruct the inspection 
or copying of public records.  The notification of denial of any request for records 
required by Section 6255 shall set forth the names and titles or positions of each person 
responsible for the denial.” 

 
Additionally, Government Code § 6255(a) states that the “agency shall justify 

withholding any record by demonstrating that the record in question is exempt under 
expressed provisions of this chapter or that on the facts of the particular case the public 
interest served by not disclosing the record clearly outweighs the public interest served 
by disclosure of the record.”  (Emphasis added.)  This provision makes clear that the 
agency is required to justify withholding any record with particularity as to “the record 
in question.”  (Emphasis added.) 

 
Please clearly state in writing pursuant to Section 6255(b):  (1) if you are 

withholding any documents; (2) if you are redacting any documents; (3) what documents 
you are so withholding and/or redacting; and (4) the alleged legal bases for withholding 
and/or redacting as to the particular documents.  It should also be noted that to the extent 
documents are being withheld, should those documents also contain material that is not 
subject to any applicable exemption to disclosure, then the disclosable portions of the 
documents must be segregated and produced. 

 
Govt. Code § 6253.9(a) requires that the agency provide documents in their native 

format, when requested.  Pursuant to that code section, please also provide the requested 
documents, including all applications, in their native and electronic format. 

 
Please produce your responses to each item in the same organization as listed 

above. 
 
We request that you preserve intact all documents and computer communications 

and attachments thereto, including but not limited to all emails and computer files, 
wherever originated, received or copied, regarding the subject matter of the above-
referenced cases, including archives thereof preserved on tape, hard drive, disc, or any 
other archival medium, and including also any printouts, blowbacks, or other 
reproduction of any such computer communications. 
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If the documents exist in electronic form, we ask that you provide copies on a disk 
or flashdrive at cost.  For any non-electronic documents, if the copy costs for those 
documents do not exceed $250, please make the copies and bill this office.  If the copy 
costs exceed $250, please contact me in advance to arrange a time and place where I can 
inspect the records.  As required by Government Code § 6253, please respond to this 
request within ten days.  Because I am emailing this request on December 18, 2020, 
please ensure that your response is provided to me by no later than December 28, 2020.  
Thank you. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 
/s/ Robert P. Silverstein 
ROBERT P. SILVERSTEIN 
 FOR 
THE SILVERSTEIN LAW FIRM, APC 

RPS:vl 


