
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
         

AGENDA  
Notice of Regular Meeting of the  

URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
May 11, 2016 

At 233 West Mountain Street Second Floor 
Pasadena CA 91103 

 
MEMBERS 

Colin Silvio, Representative Pasadena Beautiful Foundation (Chair)   
John Byram, Design Commission  

Danny L. Donabedian, Recreation and Parks Commission 
Roy Leisure, Community At-Large   

Rita Moreno, Recreation and Parks Commission 
Betsy Nathane, Community At-Large  

Design Commission Vacant 
 

STAFF 
Ara Maloyan, Director of Public Works 

Charles Peretz, Administrator 
Kenneth Graham, Forestry Superintendent 

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

The City of Pasadena is dedicated to delivering exemplary municipal services, 
responsive to our entire community and consistent  

with our history, culture and unique character. 
 
 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, listening assistive 
devices  

are available from the department of Public Works  with a 24-hour advance notice.   
Please call (626) 744-3846 to request use of a listening device. 

 
Language translation services are available for this meeting by calling  

 (626) 744-3846 at least 24 hours in advance. 
Habrá servicio  de interpretación disponible para éstas juntas llamando al  

(626) 744-3846 por lo menos con 24 horas de anticipación. 
 
 

Public meeting begins at 6:00 p.m.     
Items on the agenda may not be called in order listed. 

 
http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/ufc.asp 

 
Materials related to an item on this Agenda submitted to the URBAN FORESTRY 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE after distribution of the agenda packet are available for 
public inspection in the Department of Public Works at 233 West Mountain Street, 

Pasadena CA 91103, during normal business hours. 
AGENDA 

 
COPIES OF THIS AGENDA 

ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE 

NEIGHBORHOOD 

INFORMATION SERVICE AT 

THE CENTRAL BRANCH 

LIBRARY AND ON THE CITY 

WEBSITE. 

http://ww2.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/ufc.asp


 

Notice of Regular Meeting of the  
URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

May 11, 2016 
233 West Mountain Street Second Floor, Pasadena CA 91103 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER – 6:00 PM 

II. MINUTES  
a. Regular Meeting of March 9, 2016 

III. PUBLIC COMMENT – Items not on the agenda and items over which the 
committee has advisory authority (five-minute time limit) 

IV. ACTION ITEMS   
a. Request for Public Tree Removal – 762 North Fair Oaks Avenue  

 
V. INFORMATION ITEM 

a. Discussion of Caring for Trees When Changing Out Landscapes Flyer   
  

VI. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE 
VII. ADJOURNMENT  
POSTING STATEMENT 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that this Agenda was posted in its entirety on both the Council Chamber 
Bulletin Board, Room S249, the Information Kiosk in the rotunda area at City Hall, 100 North 
Garfield Avenue, a copy given to the Information Services Department, Main Library, and all 
documentations included in the package of information provided to the Committee Members is 
available online at cityofpasadena.net/UFAC; this Urban Forestry Advisory Committee Agenda 
was posted on this 6th day of May at 6:00 PM. 

 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact Forestry Operations at (626) 744-3846. Notification 
prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility 
to this meeting. 

  
Darya Barar, Staff Liaison  



 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF PASADENA 
URBAN FORESTRY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

Regular Meeting 
March 9, 2016 – 6:00 PM 

 
Committee Members present were Chair Colin Silvio, Betsy Nathane, Danny Donabedian, 
Roy Leisure and Rita Moreno. 
 
Representatives from the Department of Public Works Ara Maloyan, Charles Peretz, 
Kenneth Graham and Darya Barar were present. 
 

I. CALLED TO ORDER at 6:07 p.m. 

II. MINUTES 

a. Committee Member Moreno made a motion to approve the minutes from the 
February 10, 2016. The motion was seconded by Committee Member 
Donabedian and passed with Committee Member Leisure abstaining from the 
motion. 

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

a. None  

IV. ACTION ITEMS  

a. Chair Silvio made a motion to support the staff recommendation to remove the 
Platanus x racemose, California sycamore located at 1081 North Fair Oaks 
Avenue (Robinson Park).  The motion also included a request to plant trees 
where possible in or adjacent to Robinson Park.  The motion was seconded by 
Committee Member Leisure.  The motion passed with a four to zero vote 
Committee Member Moreno abstained from vote. 

b. Committee Member Leisure made a motion to remove all but one of the six 
Washingtonia robusta, Mexican fan palm located at 740 South Hudson 
Avenue.  The motion was seconded by Committee Member Moreno and 
passed with a four to one vote, Chair Silvio voted in opposition to the motion. 

c. Committee Member Leisure made a motion to support the staff 
recommendation to remove one Washingtonia robusta, Mexican fan palm 
from behind the Gamble House. The motion was seconded by Committee 
Member Donabedian and passed with a three to two vote, with Committee 
Members Silvio and Nathane voting in opposition to the motion.  
 

V. INFORMATION ITEMS 

a. Department of Public Works provided information on pending and completed 
condition based tree removals at the Rose Bowl.  

 
 
 

   
VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS  



a. The Department of Public Works announced that the Urban Forest 
Management Plan City Council review is scheduled for April 11, 2016.  

VII. ITEMS FROM THE COMMITTEE  

a. Committee Members made comments on tree issues that were received by 
Public Works staff.  The Department staff indicated that the issues would be 
investigate and would respond accordingly.  

b. Committee Members Nathane requested that the Department of Public Works 
look into using non-potable water for watering public trees and landscapes.  
Additionally, she requested that there be a discussion of the flyer produced by 
the Department of Public Works on caring for trees while switching out 
landscapes at the April UFAC meeting.   
    

VIII. ADJOURNMENT – 8:04 pm   
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DATE: May 11, 2016 
 
TO:  Urban Forestry Advisory Committee  
 
FROM: Charles Peretz, Parks & Natural Resources Administrator 
 
RE: Request for Public Tree Removal – 762 North Fair Oaks Avenue     
  
 
Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that the Urban Forestry Advisory Committee (UFAC) support the 
Department of Public Works in retaining one Cupaniopsis anacardioides, carrotwood 
tree and one Washingtonia filifera, California fan palm located at 762 North Fair Oaks 
Avenue.  
 
Background: 
 
In 2012 the Department of Public Works reviewed plans for a development project at 
762 North Fair Oaks Avenue.  As a result of Department’s review various project 
conditions were established.  The conditions included the requirement that all trees in 
the right-of-way be protected and all driveways be at least five feet from the outside 
edge of any trees. 
 
On April 7, 2016, EPT Designs, representing Heritage Square Partners, submitted a 
letter (Attachment 1) requesting the removal of one Cupaniopsis anacardioides, 
carrotwood tree and one Washingtonia filifera, California fan palm located in the public 
right-of-way at 762 North Fair Oaks Avenue.  The applicant’s requests are based on 
their contention that the location of the palm tree presents a line of sight obstruction for 
drivers turning left onto Fair Oaks Avenue and the poor condition of the carrotwood 
merits a condition based removal.   
 
The Department of Public Works conducted inspections of both trees.  The carrotwood 
tree was found to be in fair condition and the California fan palm was found to be in 
good condition.  Neither tree meets the threshold for removal based on condition.  The 
palm tree is located more than five feet from the edge of the driveway which is 
consistent with the plan approved in 2012.  The Department of Transportation has 
confirmed there is no reason to remove the tree based on line of site issues.   

 
The carrotwood tree is planted in a 4.5 by 15 feet tree-well, has a DBH of 12 inches and 
is estimated to be 20-25 years old.  The California fan palm is planted in a 4.5 by 10 feet 

MEMORANDUM - CITY OF PASADENA 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 





(1) Washingtonia filifera- California Fan Palm 

(1) Cupaniopsis anacardioides - Carrotwood 

The following criteria were considered in order to request removal of 
non-emergency street trees: 

1. The palm tree (OS1) is in obstruction of the line of sight for
vehicles turning left on to Fair Oaks Avenue from the project’s
private driveway.  Moving the driveway north or south of the tree
does not improve the line of sight views to the north.

2. The carrotwood tree (OS3) is in poor health and is in decline.

*Please refer to additional Tree inventory list and Tree Location Plan

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Thank you, 

Adam Trujillo 

Attachment #1





Attachment 2 – Aerial Location Map  
 
 

 
 

The two trees are identified with red boxes 
 



Attachment #3













 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



In light of Pasadena California’s historic drought many residents and business owners 
are changing their landscapes to use less water.  While removing turf and other  
water hungry plants, please consider the trees.  The Department of Public Works  
offers the following tips for maintaining trees while modifying your landscape practices.

Tree Protection Measures with Changing Landscapes

Tips for Tree Maintenance and  
Care When Amending Landscapes   

Water trees once  
every 5-7 Days

Roots 
extend
2-3x 
canopy

Drip 
Line

Place Bubblers Here

Water Here

Canopy

Support Roots
(tree does not  

drink water here)

Feeder Roots
(tree drinks  
water here)

DePArTMenT of PubLIC Works nATurAL & PArks resourCes DIvIsIon

Always avoid irrigation 
water from coming in  
contact with the trunk 
of the tree (trees cannot 
absorb water through the 
trunk/bark).

It is important  
to continue to 
water newly planted 
and existing trees 
once every five  
to seven days.

If removal of unwanted 
landscapes requires digging 
out plant material use hand 
tools and dig carefully, as 
this can damage important 
absorbing tree roots.

When removing turf or other 
landscaping, cut the existing 
material to ground level and  
cover with 3 to 4 inches of clean 
mulch to avoid damaging needed 
any absorbing tree roots.

Modifying landscapes and  
irrigation practices in both the 
parkway and front yard areas at 
the same time can severely stress 
or kill trees, if proper deep watering 
is not provided to the tree. 

use a soak hose or bubbler/drip irrigation  
to water trees within the “drip line” area 
which is directly along the outside edge of  
the trees’ canopy and can be a great distance 
from the trunk (this is where mature trees 
drink/absorb available water not at the trunk).  

Use hand tools and dig  
carefully to prevent  

damage to the tree roots

Mulch should  
be placed 1-2 
inches away  
from the trunk



More information on drought tree care can be found at the California Urban Forests Council website 
http://investfromthegroundup.org/wp-content/uploads/Drought-infographic.pdf-Reg-Print-pdf.pdf or download 
the Inland Urban Forest Council’s tip sheet at http://cityofpasadena.net/waterandpower/healthytrees/.

Tree Well Maintenance

Additional Tree Protection Measures  

use extra care when 
using a weed-eater 
and seek to avoid hitting
 the base of the tree  
as weed-eaters may 
damage, impede, or  
kill the growth of trees.

remove climbing 
ivy from the trunk 
or branches of the 
tree, and clear ivy 
and plants within 
five feet of the  
tree trunk.

remove rocks 
from the base of 
the tree as rocks 
can cause poor 
water movement 
in the soil.

Layer three to four inches 
of mulch in a five-foot 
area, 1-2 inches from the 
base of tree to reduce 
water evaporation, keep 
soil cool, deter weeds and 
promote healthy soil.

If there is a green 
moss or fungus 
on the trunk of 
the tree this is an 
indication of water 
hitting the trees’ 
trunk which can 
damage the tree.

When green moss or 
fungus appears on 
the ground in your 
landscape this is an 
indication that the 
water in not moving
through the soil 
properly the tree is  
being over watered.

To mitigate water 
movement problems 
use a six point pitchfork 
or tool to carefully poke 
holes along the edge of 
the dripline for adequate 
water penetration in to 
the planted areas.

being aware of changes  
in the landscape can 
assist in early detection  
of stress/decline and will 
allow time to make needed  
adjustments to save 
drought suffering trees  
and landscapes.

Tree Protection Measures with Changing Landscapes 
Continued...

Avoid digging under the canopy of tree which can kill 
small roots, and reduce the tree’s capacity to absorb water, 
especially in times of drought.

use fire wood 
from a reputable 
source to stop the 
spread of pests  
and diseases.

Properly dispose 
of contaminated 
material.

As part of the City of Pasadena’s commitment to preserving 
and growing the City’s urban forestry, the Department of 
Public Works continues to provide educational information 
on tree maintenance and care during the drought in the 
City Manager’s Weekly Newsletters, Pasadena In Focus 
issues, and Pasadena Water and Power utility bill insert.       

For more information about City trees and  
tree programs, contact the Department of  
Public Works Natural & Parks Resources  
Division at (626) 744-7311, or visit 
http://cityofpasadena.net/PublicWorks/ 
Parks_Natural_Resources_Division/. Parkway 

Tree
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