
OFFICE OF THE C IT Y MANAGER 

To the Honorable City Council 
ofthe City of Pasadena 

Mayor and Councilmembers: 

October 24, 2019 

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

1. "Doing Business with the City" Workshops Conducted: 

Matthew Hawkesworth, Director of Finance, 
announced that on September 24, 2019 at the Robinson 
Park Recreation Center, Pasadena First Buy Local (PFBL), 
in pm1nership with the Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) and Jet Propulsion Laboratories (JPL), hosted a 
"Doing Business With the City" workshop about the City's 
formal and informal pmchasing processes. 

Topics included competitive selection and competitive 
bidding processes, required forms, Planet Bids registration, 

small business 
registration, bid ~ 

bonds, electronic bidding, and City of Pasadena and small 
business preferences. 

In addition, JPL conducted "Doing Business with 
JPL" and SBDC conducted a workshop for technical 
assistance services. All workshops were attended by more 
than 50 small businesses and City of Pasadena businesses. 

As follow-up to these workshops, City staff 
scheduled one-on-one meetings with businesses to provide 
specific guidance based on past procurements and to fm1her 
explain the City's procmement procedures. 
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2. Towing and Impounding of Vehicles in Pasadena - Overview: 

According to John Perez, Chief of Police, the City of Pasadena currently utilizes seven different 
tow companies to help facilitate approximately 1600 annual Police Department impounds and 900 
annual Parking Enforcement impounds. Vehicles can be towed/impounded for a variety of reasons 
which include vehicles that have been involved in collisions where the vehicle(s) are inoperable due to 
the damage sustained from the collision, illegal parking, a significant amount of outstanding parking 
violations, abandoned vehicles, vehicles that were used in a crime or if the driver is driving a vehicle 
with a suspended driver's license or no license at all. The costs for towing and impounding a vehicle 
differ depending on the circumstances. The City's charges are separate from what the private tow 
companies charge for the service of towing and storage of the impounded vehicles. The City's charges 
are as follows: 

• Abandoned vehicles $170 

• Regular Impound $150 

• 30 Day Impound $212 

• DUIImpound $158 

• Repossession $15 

Previously, the tow companies utilized by the Pasadena Police Department and Parking 
Enforcement were charging $123 for the tow and a $32 daily storage fee. In July of2017, the Pasadena 
Police Department conducted a cost comparison of the regional impound fees charged by the tow 
companies used by surrounding cities. The research dete1mined the average amount charged by those 
companies who serviced the regional cities was $151 for towing and $42 per day for storage. These 
findings as well as the recommendation to increase the fees to the average amounts, was presented to 
the City's Public Safety Committee in August of 2018 and was subsequently approved by the City 
Council. The City fees are collected by a contracted courier and provided to the City of Pasadena 
Municipal Services while the fees charged by the individual tow companies are entirely appropriated 
by those companies. Tow services provided by the seven different tow companies is accomplished 
through a rotational cycle, allowing the workload to be distributed equally amongst all seven 
compan1es. 

The notification/release process for an impounded vehicle includes the presentation of a release 
form to the driver (if known), explaining the vehicle release process and/or a certified letter sent to the 
register owner containing the same information. In order for the impounded vehicle to be released, the 
registered owner must bring the release form to either the Pasadena Police Department or Parking 
Enforcement to determine if the vehicle is currently registered with the Department of Motor Vehicles. 
If all State registration mandates are met, the Police Department/Parking Enforcement will release the 
vehicle to the registered owner only, upon the payment of all City fees. 

3. PFAS Not Detected in Pasadena's Water Source: 

As submitted by Gurcharan Bawa, General Manager of Water and Power, there has been recent 
news coverage about the detection of Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl substances ("PFAS/PFOS") in drinking 
water sources. These chemicals are used in the manufacturing of Teflon, fire-resistant clothing, rugs, 
and firefighting foams. PF AS/PFOS are very common in the environment and are generally not found 
in drinking water sources unless impacted by leachate from landfills, wastewater from treatment plants, 
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and airports. As required by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, all public water 
systems, including Pasadena Water and Power ("PWP") were required to test for these chemicals from 
2013 to 20 15. PWP tested all of its active wells and did not identify any traces of PFAS/PFOS. 
Pasadena' s water is not considered to be at risk for the presence of PF AS/PFOS because our historic 
growth pattern is not near concentrated sources. PWP will continue to monitor our wells and water 
supply to ensure the protection of public health. 

Learn more about the where Pasadena gets its water by visiting 
https ://ww5 .ci tyofpasadena.net/water-and-power/water/ 

4. Miscellaneous Information on Money Spent on Roads, Streets, and Transit: 

As reported by Julie A. Gutienez, Assistant City Manager, the following chart demonstrates 
the amount of funding on average that the City allocates to road repair, complete streets projects and 
transit services. The Public Works and Transportation departments are responsible for providing these 
various programs and projects. For Fiscal Year 2020, you can see that street resurfacing received a 
one-time increase from the General Fund due to Measure I revenue. 

Complete Streets, Transit & Street Resurfacing Funding Capital & Operations Summary 
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5. Power Delivery Master Plan Process Has Begun: 

According to Gurcharan Bawa, General Manager of Water and Power, Pasadena Water and 
Power ("PWP") will soon be embarking upon developing its Power Delivery Master Plan ("PDMP")
a 20 year roadmap to ensure that the City's electric distribution system stays safe, reliable and continues 
to meet its customers evolving needs. While strategically planning for long term electric grid evolution, 
more definitive actions for the next five years will be developed considering the current system needs, 
new technologies, the City's carbon reduction goals, legislative and regulatory requirements, and a 
greater emphasis on electrification of transportation and natural gas applications. 

Over the next few months, Pasadena Water and Power's ("PWP") team will work with the 
Stakeholder Technical Advisory Group that represents the cross section ofPWP customers to develop 
this plan. PWP will also be holding public meetings to present its process, proposed PDMP and seek 
comments. 

https://ww5.cityofpasadena.net/water-and-power/water/
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PWP wi ll be holding its first public meeting on Thursday, November 7, 2019 at the Robinson 
Park Recreation Center at 6 PM to discuss the project's framework and get input from the community. 

To learn more about this project, visit https://www.PWPweb.com/PDMP 

6. Legal Advertisements and Public Notices: 

I have attached a memorandum from Mark Jomsky, City Clerk, which provides this week' s 
submission of upcoming legal advertisements and public notices set for publication. In addition, the 
webpage for posting public notices and advettisements has been updated with the attached information 
and can be accessed from the City's home webpage at www.cityofpasadena.net. If you require 
additional detailed information on these legal advettising and public notices, please contact Mr. Jomsky 
at (626) 744-4709. 

I Attachments 

NICHOLAS G. RODRIGUEZ 
Assistant City Manager 

https://www.PWPweb.com/PDMP
www.cityofpasadena.net


TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

0 r F I CE 0 F T II E CITY CLERK 

MEMORANDUM 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 

Mark Jomsky, City Clerk~ 

October 24, 2019 

Legal Advertisements and Public Notices 

Attached, please find this week's submission of upcoming legal advertisements and 
public notices set for publication. 

In addition, the webpage for posting public notices and advertisement has been 
updated with the attached information , and can be accessed from the City's home 
webpage: www.cityofpasadena.net (see illustration below) 
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NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

FOR 

Portable Dynamic Message Sign on Trailers 

Bids will be received electron ica lly through Planet Bids (www.planetbids.com ). A bid received after the 
time set for the bid opening shall not be considered. Bidders are requi red to submit (upload) all items 
listed in the BIDDER'S CHECKLIST including acknowledgement of all addendums. Bids will be received 
prior to 11/5/2019 3:00PM, and will be opened online at that time. The bids shall be clearly tit led: 

Portable Dynamic Message Sign on Trailers 

Copies of the Specifications may be obtained by mail or in person from t he Purchasing Division, 100 N. 
Garfield Ave., Room S-349, Pasadena, CA 91109, Telephone No. (626) 744-6755. 

Refer to the Specifications for complete details and bidding requirements. The Specification and this 
Notice shall be considered a part of any contract made pursuant thereunder. 

DATED: OCTOBER 24, 2019 Steve Mermell 
City Manger 

www.planetbids.com


NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

FOR 

CLASS 5 CUSTOM FLATBED WORK TRUCKS 

Bids will be received electronically through Planet Bids (www.planetbids.com). A bid received after the 
time set for the bid opening shall not be considered. Bidders are required to submit (up load) all items 
listed in the BIDDER'S CHECKLIST including acknowledgement of all addendums. Bids will be received 
prior to 11/12/2019 11:00 AM, and will be opened online at that time. The bids shall be clearly titled: 

CLASS 5 CUSTOM FLATBED WORK TRUCKS 

Copies of the Specifications may be obtained by mail or in person from the Purchasing Division, 100 N. 
Garfield Ave., Room S-349, Pasadena, CA 91109, Telephone No. (626) 744-6755. 

Refer to the Specifications for complete details and bidding requirements. The Specification and this 
Notice shall be considered a part of any contract made pursuant thereunder. 

DATED: OCTOBER 24, 2019 Steve Mermell 
City Manager 

www.planetbids.com


NOTICE INVITING BIDS 

FOR 

SPEED FEEDBACK SIGNS 

Bids will be received electronically through Planet Bids (www.planetbids.com). A bid received after the 
time set for the bid opening shall not be considered. Bidders are required to submit (upload) all items 
listed in the BIDDER'S CHECKLIST including acknowledgement of all addendums. Bids will be received 
prior to 11/12/2019 3:00PM, and will be opened online at that time. The bids shall be clearly titled: 

SPEED FEEDBACK SIGNS 

Copies of the Specifications may be obtained by mail or in person from the Purchasing Division, 100 N. 
Garfield Ave., Room S-349, Pasadena, CA 91109, Telephone No. (626) 744-6755. 

The scope of work is the procurement of speed feedback signs. 

Refer to the Specifications for complete details and bidding requirements. The Specification and this 
Notice shall be considered a part of any contract made pursuant thereunder. 

DATED: OCTOBER 24, 2019 Steve Mermell 
City Manager 

www.planetbids.com



