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RaTED 3
MEMORANDUM
TO: Michael J. Beck, City Manager
FROM: Vincent P. Bertoni, AICP, Director of Planning & Community Develo'p@
Department
DATE: July 2, 2015

SUBJECT: New Transportation-Themed Public Artwork Installed Along Sierra Madre Villa

Located in East Pasadena, a new public artwork titled Road Blossoms was installed along the
Sierra Madre Villa Pedestrian Corridor between Colorado Boulevard and the Sierra Madre Villa
Metro Light Rail Station. Artist Kyungmi Shin's installation utilizes the City light poles and
retaining wall along the 210 Freeway underpass to improve the pedestrian experience along the
east side of the Sierra Madre Villa Avenue.

This Capital Public Art project was developed jointly with the Planning & Community
Development and Public Works Departments and creates a colorful, inviting environment that
encourages pedestrian activity and enhances the recent underpass sidewalk expansion, lighting
and landscaping.

The artwork’s theme contains descriptive and poetic transit-related words and images that
encourage five alternative modes of transportation: bus, train, bicycling, walking, and running.
Road Blossoms consists of painted metal "word sculptures” and poetry medallions attached to
five light poles and a mural on the 300-foot retaining wall.

The light poles contain double-sided, action-oriented word sculptures coupled with circular
poetry medallions containing images and thematically-linked word combinations, such as
*JOURNEY” with an image of a modern train or "BREATHE" with two adults jogging. The
painted mural includes a combination of circular designs inspired by wheels and references the
various modes of transportation highlighted on the artwork banners. The selected color palette
of orange, blue, yellow, green and chartreuse unifies all three art elements and references
grapes, oranges and the sun—in homage to the cultivated farms in the early agricultural
settlement of East Pasadena.

Consistent with the Cultural Nexus Cultural Master Plan and Public Art Master Plan, the artwork
intends to engage viewers, evoke interest and curiosity, support local identity, elicit meaningful
connections and create a sense of place while contributing to Pasadena’s efforts to be “a city
where people can circulate without cars.”

For more information, please contact Rochelle Branch, Cultural Affairs Manager, Planning &
Community Development Department 744-7062.
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