2012 Congressional Recognition of Excellence Award

Community Development Block Grant Program
The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program gives local governments across Los Angeles County a flexible way to address a wide range of unique community development challenges. The  primary objective of the program is to develop viable urban communities by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanding economic opportunities, principally for persons of low- and moderate-income. On the ground, this means funding activities ranging from rehabilitation and job development to homeownership assistance and education. The Congressional Recognition of Excellence Award is an opportunity to showcase how this important work impacts our community. 

	Timeline

Call for Entries:                    August 6th   

Entry Deadline: 
                  September 4th    

Winners Selected:              October 29th
Awards Announcement:   November 12th



Winners may have the opportunity to meet with their Congressional Representative when receiving their award. We will recognize the hard work and dedication of the 2012 winners virtually through an online announcement at the end of November, 2012.

Checklist:

All nominations MUST be submitted on 5 flash drives or CDs and be received by September 4th, 2012 to be considered complete:

5 separate flash drives or CDs that EACH contains the following:


· Entry Form
· PowerPoint Presentation (maximum 9 slides)

· High resolution digital photos 

Eligibility & Entry Requirements: 

Any municipality or nonprofit that received CDBG or CDBG-R (Economic Stimulus) funding from any jurisdiction within Los Angeles County during the 2010-2011 and/or 2011-2012 funding cycles AND is located in one of the 7 Congressional Districts listed below is eligible to apply. This includes City and County projects, as well as the projects of sub-grantees, such as nonprofit organizations. All are encouraged to apply. 

This award is meant to highlight any and all programs/projects that use CDBG or CDBG-R funds in the Los Angeles County area. Each participating Congressional District in the County will give one award within its jurisdiction, for a total of 7 awards. Participating Congressional Districts this year are as follows:
· 26 (Dreier)

· 29 (Schiff)

· 32 (Chu)

· 33 (Bass)

· 35 (Waters)

· 36 (Hahn)

· 38 (Napolitano)

If you have any questions about eligibility, please contact Bill Huang at whuang@cityofpasadena.net or (626) 744-8320.
A Complete Application Packet Must Include:

· Entry Form

· PowerPoint Presentation: In order to make all applications easily accessible to the public, the application packet will be limited to a nine (9) slide PowerPoint presentation. Please see the attached PowerPoint template to guide applicants on the needed content and layout. Applicants must use the template provided.  Applicants may not use their own template.
· Photos: Please submit all photos used in the PowerPoint as individual, high resolution digital images (JPEG format preferred). Nothing tells a good story like photos, so be sure to include many! Photos submitted as part of this application may be used in efforts to publicize CDBG activities locally, regionally or nationally.
Criteria & Selection Process:

Agencies will be ranked by how well they demonstrate the following:

1. Project/Program Description: Describe the project or program and demonstrate how it aligns with CDBG goals to develop viable urban communities by providing decent housing, a suitable living environment and expanding economic opportunities, principally for persons of low- and moderate-income.

2. Community Need and Target Population: How does this project or program meet a critical need in the community? Who does this project serve? This could include % LMI, demographic information, vulnerable populations (veterans, elderly, youth, working families, homeless, victims of domestic violence) and other statistics that show how individuals in the community have been served through the project’s work. Please include hard numbers where possible. 
3. Upward Mobility and Improving Lives: How has the project/program helped residents improve their lives and move them into the middle class?  How is this success measured within the program?  Does the project contribute to community betterment? If so, how?

4. Leveraged Resources & Partnerships: How has the project/program leveraged additional funds to support activities supported through CDBG? This could include funds leveraged from businesses, nonprofit organizations and or Federal, state, tribal and local governments. Describe the amount and type of leveraged resources provided (graphs encouraged). How has the grantee/sub-grantee worked with other organizations in developing and/or operating the project or program? How has this contributed its success? Have there been other partnerships, such as community groups or residents?
5. Project/Program Impact: Demonstrate how the project or program has affected the target community. What are the outcomes? How effective do you think this program is at creating value for the community? How effective is this program is at creating value for the community? The “Testimonial” slide can help highlight this measure.

An evaluation panel of five members with expertise community development will review and evaluate each project within a congressional district. The panel will evaluate and rank the projects based on evaluation criteria detailed in this document. The panel will then send a shortlist of recommended projects to the office of that district’s Congressional Representative, who will make the final decision. Winners will be notified and recognized toward the end of November, 2012. 
Award Announcement and Congressional Meet-and-Greet:

Participating Congressional Representatives will each award the prize for their own district. The selected winner will have the opportunity to meet their Representative for a photo op and certificate. In addition, an award committee will compile project information and photos from winning submissions into an online presentation that will be sent out to all applicants, cities, jurisdictions, media and other interested parties across the county. The presentation will be posted online for public viewing on the Community Development Commission of the County of Los Angeles’ website, as well as the website of participating cities.
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